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corps -were rarely certain, was at last responsible for Ney
taking the law into his own hands and acting without
warrant. This could not add much to the confusion of
a time when instructions from the Paris Government
were liable to be counteracted by King Joseph in Madrid,
or vice versa.
He accordingly moved beyond Galicia into Asturias,
again through mountainous country where the narrow-
ness of the tracks often made it impossible for two men
to march abreast. His baggage was packed on mules,
while a single battery of four light guns made up his
artillery. But the same difficulties were found near the
coast as inland. Those of the inhabitants who had not
left the province remained dumb when the French
sought information, the usual hazards made scouting
almost impossible, and even when no more than a few
miles of rugged hills divided the armies the Spaniards
could always avoid action.
When the last Spanish force evacuated in May it was
under protection of the British fleet. There was no
further need for Ney to continue his blindfold operations
in Asturias, so he tramped back to Galicia where he
fell in with the remnants of Soult's corps (which had
been hammered out of Portugal) at Lugo on May 3 oth.
In course of retreating Soult* s men had lost every-
thing, from food and ammunition to clothing, so there
was much in their condition -which appealed to the
somewhat dangerous brand of French humour. The
more fortunate of Ney's rank-and-file gave full ex-
pression to this at the expense of the unlucky and Corps,
and during the process of refitting them for the field
there were violent quarrels which spread from the men
to among the commissioned ranks and finished up by
rattling the two Marshals.
The upshot was a terrific scene, when Soult drew his
sword and nearly engaged the taunting leader of the 6th
Corps in a duel. After that it was no use expecting Ney
and Soult to co-operate in any movement. Either corps
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